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Elements of Reason

(Paul & Elder)

& Intellectual Standards



Goals and Motivations
❖Embed higher-level “hallmark” skills 

throughout the curriculum
❖Improve consistency and quality of critical 

thinking (CT) as modeled in courses and 
demonstrated by students

❖Explore complementary approach to 
Elevate Fellows



Approach
❖Developed teaching resources in ELMS
❖Launched faculty learning community
❖Pilot in Fall 2016
❖Evaluate throughout the process



Faculty Learning Community



Educational objectives* & structure

Remember & 
Understand

• Intro/video/reading
• Online quiz

• Instructor makes 
minor 
customizations

Apply

• Scenario/case/etc.
• Online discussion

• Instructor creates 
course-specific 
scenario

Analyze,
Evaluate &

Create

• Course 
assignment

• Instructor designs 
to require and 
assess authentic 
CT

* Bloom’s taxonomy, revised







Experiences & Lessons Learned

❖ Implementation
❖ Challenge of the size of model
❖ Disciplinary differences
❖ Value of common vocabulary

❖ Provisional solutions - focus on selected elements 
situationally



Next Steps
❖Fall ‘16

oPilot modules developed in Spring ‘16
oSolicit feedback to refine modules

❖Spring ‘17
oLaunch another faculty learning community

Contact: Bill Kules, wmk@umd.edu



Questions for Discussion

❖What deficits do you see in your students’ work?
❖What needs might this respond to in your own 

discipline?
❖What would it take for you to adopt this module?
❖What departmental challenges would you foresee?






